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I have tried to sketch the rise and fall within Anglophone political theory of what I 

have labelled a neo-roman understanding of civil liberty (Skinner 2003: ix). 
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corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely. .« "E	��	$�+ .�  $� �
7��	 $
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#��? �? 4�	:  

I cannot accept your canon that we are to judge Pope and King unlike other men, 

with a favorable presumption that they did no wrong. If there is any presumption it is the 

other way against holders of power, increasing as the power increases. Historic 

responsibility has to make up for the want of legal responsibility. Power tends to 

corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely. Great men are almost always bad 

men, even when they exercise influence and not authority: still more when you superadd 

the tendency or the certainty of corruption by authority. There is no worse heresy than 

that the office sanctifies the holder of it. 
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Il principe e Discorsi sopra la prima deca di Tito Livio 
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When considering this question, these writers generally assume that the freedom or 

liberty they are describing can be equated with - or, more precisely, spelled out as - the 

unconstrained enjoyment of a number of specific civil rights. 
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Reprinted in Political Writings, (ed.) Biancamaria Fontana, Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 
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Skinner, Quentin (2002), “A Third Concept of Liberty, Isaiah Berlin Lecture”, Proceedings of 

the British Academy, vol. 117. 
Skinner, Quentin (2003), Liberty before Liberalism, Cambridge University Press. 

Skinner, Quentin (18 April 2008), “Interview Transcript”, in: Interview with Making History, 

London: <http://www.history.ac.uk>. 
Skinner, Quentin (10 January 2008), Interview of Quentin Skinner, by Alan Macfarlane: 

<http://www.alanmacfarlane.com/DO/filmshow/skinnertx1.htm>. 
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